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of those who have least actual achievement or power.
The child is weak and superficially foolish, the teacher
is strong, and in an every-day sense wiser than the
child. The teacher without reverence, or the bureau-
crat without reverence, easily despises the child for
these outward inferiorities. He thinks it is his duty
to " mould" the child; in imagination he is the
potter with the clay. And so he gives to the child
some unnatural shape, which hardens with age, pro-
ducing strains and spiritual dissatisfactions, out of
which grow cruelty and envy, and the belief that
others must be compelled to undergo the same
distortions.

The man who has reverence will not think it his
duty to " mould " the young. He feels in all that
lives, but especially in human beings and most of
all in children, something sacred, indefinable, un-
limited, something individual and strangely precious,
the growing principle of life, an embodied fragment
of the dumb striving of the world.

Mr. Bertrand Russell then proceeds to
point out how public education is used by
the States and the churches for the main-
tenance of the existing order, or, at the most,
"where the individual is considered, how it
is restricted to the idea of " making money "
or the art of " getting on " or " achieving
a good position/'

Russell feels, as all do, that some of the
things which education achieves at present
prast continue to be achieved in the ordinary